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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LIBREV 02857 161202Z 
ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO EB-08 /019 W 

009566 161254Z/44 

R 161130Z NOV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0221 

UNCLAS LIBREVILLE 2857 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: BENC, GB 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: BRWON AND ROOT INQUIRY: TRANSGABON 
SPUR AND OWENDO PORT 

REFS: A. LIBREVILLE 2842 
B. STATE 266089 

1 . EMBOFF HAD VERY CORDIAL AND USEFUL MEETING WITH 
OCTRA DIRECTOR CHARLES TSIBAH MORNING OF NOVEMBER 15 
AND HOPES FOLLOWING INFORMATION HELPFUL TO BROWN AND 
ROOT. 

2. ACCORDING TO TSIBAH, OCTRA'S TELEX HAS BEEN OUT OF 
ORDER FOR SOME TIME, THUS TELEX MESSAGES FROM BROWN AND 
ROOT OF OCTOBER 5 AND NOVEMBER 2 WERE NOT REPEAT NOT 
RECEIVED. TSIBAH STRESSED THAT BROWN AND ROOT IS ON 

LIST OF FIRMS PREQUALIFIED FOR TRANSGABON SPUR AND 
THAT BID FOR ENTIRE PROJECT, RATHER THAN FOR INDIVIDUAL 
LOTS, WOULD BE PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE. SINCE BROWN AND 
ROOT ON LIST, THERE IS NO REPEAT NO NEED TO RESUBMIT 
DOCUMENTATION. TSIBAH SAID THAT CALL FOR BIDS FOR 
TRANSGABON SPUR IS EXPECTED TO GO OUT AT END OF 
NOVEMBER WITH DUE DATE IN LATED JANUARY OR BY 
FEBRUARY 2 AT LATEST. 

3. TSIBAH MENTIONED THAT HE WILL BE GOING TO US 

ON DECEMBER 10 FOR FOUR DAYS FOR MEETING WITH TAMS 
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IN NEW YORK. MINISTER OF TRANSPORT RAWIRI, ADVISER 
MINKO, AND OCTRA PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR ABOGHE WILL 
ALSO BE PRESENT. TSIBAH STATED THAT HE WOULD 
HAND CARRY BID DOCUMENTS TO NEW YORK FOR DELIVERY TO 
BROWN AND ROOT AND TO OTHER US FIRMS, AFTER 
ACKNOWLEDGING THAT DELAYS IN MAIL DO EXIST. 
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4. TSIBAH FELT THAT PROPOSED BRONW AND ROOT VISIT IN 
NEAR FUTURE WOULD NOT BE ADVISABLE SINCE HE WILL BE 
LEAVING GABON IN ABOUT THREE WEEKS TIME AND 
WOUD BE ABLE TO SEE B&R REPRESENTATIVES IN NEW YORK. 

HE COULD BE REACHED EITHER THROGHT TAMS OFFICES 

OR THROUGH GABONESE MISSION TO UN. 

5. FYI: TSIBAH CONFIRMED THAT OTHER US FIRMS ARE 
ON PREQUALIFIED LIST: MORRISON-KNUDSEN, RAYMOND 
INTERNATIONAL, AND KALICAK, THE LATTER FOR LOT NUMBER 
FOUR ONLY. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION TSIBAH INDICATED 
NO REPEAT NO OBIECTIO IF TELEX MESSAGES FROM US 

FIRMS WERE CHANNELED TO HIM THROUGH EMBASSY IN VIEW OF 
OCTRA TELEX DIFFICULTIES. IF B&R NEEDS TO TELEX 
TSIBAH ON URGENT BASIS, PLEASE ADVISE THEM THEY MAY 
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF EMBASSYS OFFER, AS MAY OTHER 
FIRMS INTERESTED IN BOTH TRANSGABON SPUR AND OWENDO 
PORT PROIECT. 

6. APPOINTMENT WITH OPRAG DIRECTOR DAMAS TENET ATIVELY 
SCHEDULED FOR TOMORROW, NOVEMBER 16. WILL CABLE REPORT 
ASAP. OPRAG TELEPHONES AND TELEX OUT OF ORDER. YATES 
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